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At the close of their contract, in the fall, as they were about returning 
to Fort Simpson, Clah, who had been the leader among these Indians, 
was persuaded to remain and open a school. Such was the anxiety of 

the people to learn that his school was attended by 60 to 70 adults be- 
sides children. ‘These people,” said a sailor, “‘are crazy to learn. 
Going up the beach last night, I overheard an Indian girl spelling 
words of one and two syllables. Upon looking into the house, I found 
that, unable to procure a school book, she was learning from a scrap of 
newspaper that she had picked up.” 


Z£ 


Touched by the eagerness of this people to learn, a soldier at the post 
wrote to Major-General Howard, then in command of that military dis- 
trict, asking if some society could not be interested to send them a com- 
petent teacher. The letter was placed in my hands in May, 1877, and 
immediately published in the Chicago Tribune. © 

To gain a better understanding of this movement of the natives fora 
school, I made them a visit in August, 1877. In passing through Port- 
land I found a teacher who had had large experience in mission work and 
Indian schools— Mrs. A. R. McFarland—whom I took with me. Going, 
ashore upon our arrival, August 10, I heard the ringing of the bell for 
the afternoon school, and went directly to the school-house. 

About twenty pupils were in attendance, mostly young Indian women. 
Two or three boys were present; also, a mother and her three little chil- 


dren. As the women took their seats on the rough plank benches each 
one bowed her head in silent prayer, seeking divine help in her studies. 

Soon a thoughtful Indian man of about twenty-five years of age came 
in and took his seat behind the rude desk. The familiar hymn ‘“‘ What 
a friend we have in Jesus” was sung in English; a prayer followed in 
the Chinook jargon, which is the common language of the various tribes 

on this coast, closing with the repetition, in concert, of the Lord’s Prayer 

in English. After lessons were studied and recited, the school arose, 

sung the long-metre doxology, and recited in concert the benediction. 
Then the teacher said, ‘Good afternoon, my pupils,” to which came the 

kindly response, ‘‘Good afternoon, teacher.” 

The school was in full operation, but under great difficulties. They 
greatly needed maps and charts; they were also in great need of a 
school-house. At the time of my visit they were renting a dance hall 
for a school room. Upon the return of the miners for the winter, the 
hall had to be given up, and the school was held in a dilapidated log 
house. I found that their stock of books inventoried as follows: four 
small Bibles, four hymn books, three primers, thirteen first readers, and 
one wall chart. 

Mrs. McFarland was at once placed in charge of the school, with Clah 
as an assistant and Mrs. Sarah Dickinson, a Christian Tongass Indian, 
as interpreter. Early in the history of her school, Mrs. McFarland 

found a difficulty in holding her girl pupils. According to the customs 
of their people, they were frequently hired or sold by their own mothers 
to white mt , and others for base purposes. And the brighter 
the girl the greater her danger; for, as she improved in the school, she 
began to dress more neatly, comb her hair, and keep her person more 
cleanly; the dull, stolid cast of countenance gave way to the light of 
intelligence, and she began to be more attractive, and consequently in 
greater demand. To save these cirls necessitated the establishment of 
a “home” into which they could be gathered, and thus taken out from 
under the control of their mothers. Consequently a home was added to 
the school in October, 1878, and kept in what was formerly the hospital 
pbuilding of the military post. 
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—In the winter of 1877~'78 I secured the appointment | 
of Rey. John G. Brady for Sitka, and in April, 1878, a school was opened | 
by Mr. Brady and Miss Fannie BE. Kellogg. In December through a 
combination of circumstances, it was discontinued. In the spring of 
1880 Miss Olinda Austin was sent out from New York City, 
the school April 5, in one of the rooms of the guardhouse, with 103° 

children present. This number increased to 130. Then some of the. 
parents applied for admission, but could not be received, as the room | 
‘would not hold any more. Miss Austin received the support and sub- 
stantial assistance of Captain Beardslee, then in command of the United | 


and reopened | 
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» In July the school was moved to the old hospital building. In 
November some of the boys applied to the teacher for permission to live 
at the school-house. At home there was so much drinking, talking, and 
carousing that they could not study. The teacher said she had no 
accommodations, bedding, or food for them. But they were so much 
in earnest that they said they would provide for themselves. Upon 
receiving permission, seven Indian boys, thirteen and fourteen years 
of age, bringing a blanket each and a piece of tin for a looking-glass, 
voluntarily left their homes and took up their abode in a vacant room 
of one of the Government buildings. Thus commenced the boarding 
department of the Sitka school. Soon other boys joined them. One 
was a boy who had been taken out to be shot as a witch, but was res- 
cued by the officers of the Jamestown and placed in the school. Capt. 
Henry Glass, who succeeded Captain Beardslee in command of the 
Jamestown, from the first, with his officers, took a deep interest in the 
school. As he has had opportunity he secured boys from distant tribes 
and placed them in the school] ~ ; 


In February, 1881, Captain Glass established a rule compelling the 
attendance of the Indian children upon the day school, which was a 
move in the right direction and has worked admirably. He first caused 
the Indian village to be cleaned up, ditches dug around each house for 
drainage, and the houses whitewashed. These sanitary regulations have 
already greatly lessened the sickness and death rate amon gthem. He 
then caused the houses to be numbered, and an accurate census taken of 


the inmates, adults, and children. He then caused a label to be made of 


tin for each child, which was tied around the neck of the child, with his 
or her number and the number of ! 
the house on it, so that if a child 


was found on the street during 
school hours the Indian policeman 
was under orders to take the num- 
bers on the labels and reportthem, 
or the teacher each day would re- 
port that such numbers from such 
houses were absent that day. The 
following morning the head Indian 
of the house to which the absentee 
belonged was summoned to ap- 
pear and answer for the absence 
of the child. If the child was wil- 
fully absent, the head man was 
fined or imprisoned. A few cases 
of fine were sufficient. As soon 
as they found the captain in ear- 
nest, the children were all in school. This ran the average attendance 
up to 230 and 250, one day reaching, with adults, 271. In April Mr. 
Alonzo E. Austin was associ j i in the school and 
Mrs. Austin was appointed matron. tanec "sd 
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